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NOTICE

The latest amendments to the federal rules of procedure, (Civil, Criminal, Appellate
and Bankruptcy), went into effect on December 1, 2002.  The new amendments and related
committee notes can be found at www.uscourts.gov/rules/amendments0202.htm. 

One change is particularly noteworthy.  That is Rule 7.1 of the Federal Rules of Civil
Procedure.  This rule requires that corporations file a “disclosure statement” whenever they
initially appear as a party in a federal court action.  The Rule 7.1 Disclosure Statement must
identify “any parent corporation and any publicly held corporation that owns 10% or more”
of the stock of the corporate party filing the statement.  The purpose of the disclosure
statement is to help judges and magistrate judges identify potential conflicts of interest.
(Similar disclosure statement requirements are prescribed by Rule 26.1 of the Federal Rules
of Appellate Procedure and Rule 12.4 of the Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure.)

Beginning December 1, 2002, a Rule 7.1 Disclosure Statement must be filed by every
corporation when it first appears in a federal action, even if the corporation merely reports
that there is no parent corporation or publicly held corporation that owns 10% or more of its
stock.  These Disclosure Statements must also be filed retroactively, for every corporation
which is a party to an action pending in this District as of December 1, 2002.  The retroactive
Rule 7.1 statements must be filed immediately.  

It also should be noted that there have been extensive stylistic changes, (as well as a
few substantive changes), to the Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure.  Attorneys who appear
in federal criminal cases should review the amended version of the Rules.


